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WEST SUBURBAN LAPIDARY CLUB                                                                                                  
A NON-PROFIT ORGANIZATION INCORPORATED IN THE STATE OF ILLINOIS                                                              

Mission Statement:                                                                                                           
To foster the development of the lapidary arts and the jewelry craftsman's and to increase public interest in 

handcrafted gems, jewelry, and their materials                                                                               

Regular meetings of the West Suburban Lapidary Club are held on the fourth Friday of the month at 8 p.m. with the ex-
ception of June, July, August & December at The Abbey, 407 W. St. Charles Road, Elmhurst, Illinois.  Parking in the 
East and West parking lots.  Visitors are welcome.  Board meetings are held as announced in The OPAL.  Annual mem-
ber ship dues are $17 per household/family.  Dues are due January 1, delinquent January 31. 

OFFICERS AND BOARD MEMBERS - 2008 
President Ed Gallagher   

Vice- President Joanne Samuel   

Treasurer Jose Ponce’   

Secretary                                               Barb Freeman        

OPAL Editor Mary Prosek   

MWF Liaison Terry Licko   

Board Member (3rd of 3 year term)  
(shared position) 

Susan Wilson & 
Karen Dave’ 

  

Board Member (2nd of 3 year term) Lee Herrera   

Board Member (1st of 3 year term) Barb Petry   

Past President Don Shore   

Committee Chairpersons 
Hospitality:                                                        
1 person from the month’s team                 

The OPAL:                                                         
Mary Prosek                

Librarian:                                                            
Gwyn Roland 

Activities Coordinator:                                         
Karen Dave’ 

MWF Liaison:                                                       
Terry Licko         

Lizzadro Museum Liaison:                                   
Jack Maher 

CGMA Delegate:                                                     
position open                               

Kitchen Supplies:                                                             
Ed Gallagher                                

Gem of the Month:                                                                                                                     
Tony Gass 

Historian:                                                            
Joanne Samuel 

Publicity:                                                                  
Lee Herrera  

Webmaster:                                                                                               
Don Shore                                                                                      

Silent Auction/Club Show:                                  

 

Field Trip:                                                         
to be announced 

Lapidary School:                                                
Karen Dave’                                                             
Instructors:                                                                
Lyle Backus                                                            
Tony Gass                                                                  
Max Schultz                                                    
Assistants:                                                                               
Lucy Backus                                                          
Jose Ponce                                                                   
Mary Prosek                                                       
Alberta Schultz                                                        

The OPAL is the official publication of the West Suburban Lapidary Club and is issued September through 
May with the exception of December.  It is mailed, one copy per household, without further charge to members 
of the WSLC.  Email in addition to or in place of mail is also available by contacting the Editor.    Articles may 
be copied provided full credit is given to the author and this bulletin.  The deadline for material to be published 
is the fourth Friday of the month prior.  Visit the WSLC website at:  www.westsuburbanlapidaryclub.com  
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SEPTEMBER PROGRAM 

by Mary Prosek 

WSLC MEMBERSHIP INFORMATION  

Membership in the WSLC is $17 per year, per household/family.  Student memberships are available for $10.  Students 
are identified as 22 years of age and younger and currently enrolled in an accredited school and have a valid school I.D.  
Dues are payable by January 31st for that calendar year regardless of the date you joined.  Please submit a completed 
application for Board Approval to the WSLC Treasurer, Jose Ponce.  This is to be done at any General Meeting.  Ap-
plications will not be accepted via mail or at a WSLC function other than a meeting.  Visitors are welcome at all 
General Meetings.  Members of the WSLC are expected to serve on various committee’s and volunteer their time where 
needed.  Applications may be found on the website at:  www.westsuburbanlapidary.com  

Members of the WSLC receive in district rates with the Elmhurst Park District for classes taken at the Lapidary School, 
regardless of their residence.  Contact information for all Board Members are located on page 2 of The Opal 

TEAM ASSIGNMENTS  

THE OPAL 

September:  The WSLC Board Members are responsible for refreshments and program for the first meeting.  All 
WSLC members are assigned to a monthly team. If you are unsure of the month you are on, please ask the Vice 
President, Joanne Samuel, who is the keeper of the team assignments.  

October:    

Blaha, Arlene Gallagher, Ed Peterson, Judee 

Cooper, Caroline Licko, Terry & Erv O’Connell, Chas & Marlene 

Davis, Clete O’Connell, Chas & Marlene Piche, Ione 

The holiday season will be here before you know it. So will the WSLC Annual December Holiday Meeting, which 
will be Sunday, December 7, 2008 at The Villa Nova Restaurant, located at 237 W St Charles Road, Villa Park, IL, 
tel: 630-832-8430. Doors open at 12 noon. Cocktails (cash bar) from noon until 1 p.m.  

The dinner will start with the serving of the entrée at 1 p.m. The General Meeting and Election of next year’s officers 
will follow at 2. The cost is still just $20 per person. Dinner is served family style and has historically proven to be 
delicious, and the food plentiful.  

Please advise WSLC Treasurer, Jose Ponce, as soon as possible if you will be attending. A minimum guarantee is 
required in order for Villa Nova to keep the reservations. Failure to meet the minimum will result in a cancellation of 
the event.  Payment must be made by the November general meeting.  Last year’s event was a lot of fun and well at-
tended. Mark your calendar now and plan to attend! Additional tickets are available for spouses or significant others. 

There will be an early bird drawing at the October meeting. Those who already paid their membership dues for 2009 
will have a chance to win a free pair of tickets to the Holiday Meeting. 

WSLC HOLIDAY MEETING  

The Stone-of-the-month for September is actually a technique called “scrimshaw”.  Please check out the wonder-
ful article on page 7 of The Opal.  The technique for October will be “chain making” and November will be 
“glass fusing”.  Please bring in any examples of scrimshaw you might have to share with the group. 

The September program will consist of a demonstration of September’s stone-of-the-month which is actually 
the technique of scrimshaw.  The WSLC’s own Lorel Abrell will present a talk and demo. Lorel is a long 
time club member and is a guest instructor at the Lizzadro Museum of Lapidary Art in carving and the like. 

There will also be many photos of the club’s summer events. All are encouraged to bring in specimens gath-
ered, items made or pictures taken during their summer activities or to speak about a trip or class taken. 

STONE-OF-THE-MONTH  
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  MINUTES OF THE MAY 2, 2008  

BOARD MEETING  

by Mary Prosek 

 

The meeting was held at Crestview Park and was called 
to order at 7:30. Those in attendance included Ed Galla-
gher, Karen Dave, Joanne Samuel,  Jose Ponce, Don 
Shore, Lee Herrera and Mary Prosek. 

Treasurer’s report: Jose Ponce, presented a written and 
verbal update. The report is held for audit. 

Opal Editor report: Thanks again for those who submit 
articles.  Member involvement in the club is appreciated.  

Webmaster report:  The website is updated on a regular 
basis.   

Midwest Federation report:  Nothing to report at this 
time. 

Lapidary School:  Karen Dave’ said the classes were go-
ing quite well and the silver class had a waiting list.  

 Summer activities:  Discussion was held about club par-
ticipation for Art in the Park, Art Camp, and the Lizzadro 
demonstrations, and a summer picnic for club members 
and significant others. Volunteers are requested for these 
fun activities, which publicize our club. 

New Business:  Don Shore said the Midwest Faceter’s 
Guild was still scheduled to hold their seminar Aug 15 
thru the 17th. Karen Dave suggested some possibilities 
for the banquet. Mary Prosek said she sent out publicity 
to various magazines advertising the event. Don Shore 
have a supply of flyers that he passed out for Board 
Members to distribute. 

50th Anniversary (2009) of club:  Brief discussion was 
held about possible ways to celebrate.  Joanne Samuel, 
will research who were the Past Presidents and the years 
served, for a chronological frame of reference. 

Club Constitution review:  Due to the length of the Board 
meeting, discussion was held about  the beginning three 
articles of Section IV addressing the Board of Directors 
elections or appointments. 

The meeting was adjourned at 9:05 after a motion by 
Mary Prosek, and second by Lee Herrera 

MINUTES OF THE MAY 30, 2008  

GENERAL MEETING  

by Barb Freeman 

The meeting was called to order by the President, Ed Gal-
lagher at 8:05 PM at the Abbey in Elmhurst. 

Minutes of the prior meeting were approved as published 
in the OPAL, following a motion by Jack Maher and sec-
ond by Barb Petry. 

Treasurer’s report: was read by Jose Ponce and approved 
to file the report for audit, following a motion by Lynn 
Dempsey and second by Lee Herrera. Attendance:  33 
members signed in, with 4 guests present. 

Library report:  Remember to return library materials at 
the September meeting. 

Thanks to those members who brought in gems for dis-
play, for the gem of the month, tanzanite. 

Lapidary School: Karen Dave’ updated members on the 
lapidary school and suggested to register as soon as possi-
ble if interested in taking the summer classes, as the open-
ings fill quickly. Classes for the summer include silver 
smithing, stone cutting and polishing, and beading.  

Midwest Federation: Terry Licko reminded members to 
review information included in the most recent OPAL. 

Opal editor:  Mary Prosek reaffirmed her appreciation of 
all the articles submitted by members. Remember to write 
up a short, or longer, summary of your summer activities 
for publication in the OPAL. Even if events are not di-
rectly lapidary related, perhaps an association could be 
made; or may be of general interest to the members. 

CGMA.  Rich Dillon is now the club’s representative to 
CGMA.  He has been involved in that organization as 
Publicity chairperson, so is familiar with the workings of 
that club.  Thanks Rich for taking on the additional re-
sponsibilities.  He reported that the recent event was a 
positive experience for the dealers; attempts to increase 
attendance will occur over the next two years. 

Old Business:   Volunteer opportunities are available for a 
variety of club events.  This is a great way to meet other 
members, have fun, contribute to the club, and publicize 
lapidary.  It is also a way to learn more about the commu-
nity.  A review was presented about Art in the Park which 
just occurred and our club had the greatest attendance and 
participation. Thanks to those who volunteered. 

Other opportunities include the Art Camp for children, 
sponsored by the Elmhurst Art Museum and Park District. 
Volunteers can also help with preparation if not available 
during the daytime date, to be determined, in August. 
Lapidary day at the Lizzadro Museum will be in Novem-
ber. (continued on page 5) 

EDITOR’S NOTE:  For those of you who missed any 
of the activities the weekend of the faceting seminar, I am 
so sorry! Members were treated to a special never heard 
before talk from replica gem guy Scott Sucher on Friday, 
free admission to the Lizzadro Museum, a great weekend 
of classes and a fantastic banquet on Saturday which in-
cluded a talk by Dalan Hargrave. That talk will merit a 
whole page in The Opal and will get one in October 
along with pictures. (Google Scott’s & Dalan’s names!) 
Talk about accomplishments! Mary Prosek - Editor, The Opal 
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  Other opportunities include the Art Camp for children, 
sponsored by the Elmhurst Art Museum and Park District. 
Volunteers can also help with preparation if not available 
during the daytime date, to be determined, in August. 
Lapidary day at the Lizzadro Museum will be in Novem-
ber. 

New Business:   The Midwest Faceters Seminar/workshop 
will be held August 15-17th.  This is an excellent opportu-
nity for beginners and more advance faceters to learn new 
skills, meet other interested participants from around the 
region, and benefit from the experienced instructors. Addi-
tional classes may be offered. Club members are asked to 
volunteer as hosts for this regional event being held in 
Elmhurst for the first time. It is usually held in Michigan, 
so the convenience is another plus. 

Summer picnic.  The Abrell’s, Gary and Lorel, have gra-
ciously volunteered to host a summer picnic for club 
members and their significant others. Further information 
will be distributed. The date is tentatively set for July 27th.  
Last year was a great event with good food, (bring a dish 
to pass), good company, and even boat rides and games. 
Start arranging to car pool or save your gas money for a 
great day at the lake! 

There will be an additional board meeting to plan for sum-
mer events. Date and time to be determined.  

 As a follow-up to a recent program, members were en-
couraged to bring/wear examples of their “found” art.  
There were wonderful, creative, and fun objects that were 
shared with the group. Examples included Barb Petry’s 
pink beaded kitchen cabinet pull that was worn as a neck-
lace. Jim and Jimmy Blake were busy with several items 
made from household hardware for distinctive touches.  
Very creative use for everyday items such as a metal door 
stop.  Pat Koko brought an assortment of found objects 
from the American Scientific store that while costing less 
than 25 cents each, combined to form an art piece. Vir-
ginia Reisner created a fun, colorful, and useful necklace 
that incorporated cocktail picks, to have ready to enjoy 
any buffet. Karen Dave’ wore her found art necklace 
which she created using the “finest quality” ingredients 
including stone slabs. Others had a collage, or broach of 
found objects. While there may be others examples that 
were shared with small groups, it was a fun experience 
and gave witness to club creativity. 

The silent auction concluded the meeting. There was a 
great variety of objects from slabs, rough, tools, books, 
and completed items which were beautiful.  Of particular 
interest was a specimen slab of ruby and zoisite that was 
donated by Lillian Keck, longtime WSLC member.   

The program kept members attention and correlated to the 
gem of the month: Tanzanite.  The movie was informative 
and colorful, and showed the region and mining methods 
and how the stone ultimately is incorporated into fine jew-
elry. 

The meeting was adjourned at 9:07 following a motion by 
Barb Petry and second by Terry Licko.    

MAY PROGRAM REVIEW  

by Barb Freeman 

A colorful video was presented which depicted the mining 
and processing for the relatively new gemstone tanzanite. 
There was a great article written by Erik Spande in the 
May, 2008 OPAL. This beautiful stone has a characteristic 
deep blue color with violet.  The video showed the Masai 
tribesmen, the countryside with large wild animals, and 
the mining, cutting, polishing process. There are several 
mines in the small area where stones are found; 4 miles in 
length and 2 miles wide, in Tanzania. Most mines are 
primitive and work is done by pick and shovel to locate 
the sausage like brown stones deep beneath the surface. 
One mine is highly mechanized and covers a large block 
of land. The stones are rare, and usually small. After heat-
ing the stones to 600 degrees they turn to the rich beautiful 
colors. The mines and market for selling the stones is the 
mainstay of the local economy.   

The video portrayed the history of this beautiful gem. It is 
expected the mining will only last another decade or so 
when the supply will be depleted. So, buy your stones now 
as they will become more rare and precious in the future. 

THANK YOU THANK YOU THANK YOU 
THANK YOU THANK YOU  

Hmmm, a lot of selfless acts of random kindness going 
around the WSLC these days.  I’ve been asked to use the 
Opal as a vehicle to say thanks to many members: 

Terry Licko would like to thank Barb Freeman and eve-
ryone for the wonderful cake at the May meeting to com-
memorate her many years of service to the club. 

Thanks to Dorothy Asher of the Lizzadro Museum of 
Lapidary Art for letting the club use the museum’s meet-
ing room during the Midwest Faceter's seminar. 

Speaking of faceter’s seminar, thanks to Don Shore and 
Karen Dave who were most instrumental in making the 
event happen, as well as banquet helpers Barb Freeman, 
Ed Gallagher, Jose Ponce and Joanne Samuel. Nice ta-
ble arrangements, Barb. Thanks to Scott Sucher for the 
great talk he gave the first evening of the seminar at the 
Museum. Thank you Midwest Faceters for a great week-
end and for really interesting banquet speaker Dalan Har-
grave. (Google Scott’s & Dalans names!) 

Thanks to picnic organizers Susan Wilson and Ed Galla-
gher, as well as hosts Gary & Lorel Abrell  for a wonder-
ful time and a beautiful day. 

Jose Ponce wants to thank the following for the mini-silent 
auction items donated: Diane Dare, Lynn Dempsey, Jack 
Maher. Keep those donations coming! 

I hope I didn’t forget anyone! If so, please forgive me! 
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  American Federation of           
Mineralogical Societies 

by Lee Herrera 

Midwest Federation of Mineralogi-
cal & Geological Societies News 

by Terry Licko 

FACETING MACHINE : Alpha Taurus machine from 
Imperial Gem Instruments. Includes 9 laps plus 5 each 
Dyna Disk. 14 total. Nine books are included as well: Dia-
grams for Faceting Vol II, Faceting for Amateurs, Intro to 
Meet Point Faceting and several books that contain designs 
and patterns. Brand new goes for $2600 - asking $700 

TRIM SAW: Lortone 6” Trim Saw - 1/3 hp motor. Lists 
for over $600 new - asking $100 

Contact Chuck O’Connell - 708-349-2520 

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++
For sale advertisements are offered at no charge to WSLC 
members, space permitting. The Opal will not knowingly 
print or accept For Sale ads from dealers or business own-
ers. The WSLC cannot confirm the condition or price of 
any merchandise offered.  All transactions must be handled 
directly between the seller and buyer. 

Please contact Opal Editor, Mary Prosek if you are inter-
ested in placing an ad.  Contact information can be found 
for her and all board members on page 2 of The Opal.  

FOR SALE 

IN MEMORIAM  

DIANA M. NICHOLAS  

by Dorothy J. Asher, Director Lizzadro Museum of Lapidary Art 

Diana Nicholas, daughter of 
Mary and Joseph Lizzadro, 
the Museum's founder, passed 
away on July 2, 2008 at the 
age of 73.  Diana fought bone 
cancer for the last three years 
and yet continued to help her 
favorite charities and support 
local arts organizations. She 
served on the Lizzadro Mu-
seum’s Board of Directors for 
23 years. She worked and 

volunteered her time at the Museum throughout her adult 
life. After raising her children, Diana was a patroness of 
the arts, supporting many groups including the Elmhurst 
Symphony, the Elmhurst Art Museum and children’s thea-
tre. She is survived by her six children and eleven grand-
children. 

The Museum received many donations in Diana’s mem-
ory. The contributions are greatly appreciated and will be 
used for the fall special exhibit Gem Paintings by Ilya 
Schar. All memorial contributors are invited to attend a 
special gallery talk and reception for the artist on Saturday 
or Sunday, November 8 and 9 at 2 p.m. 

The Lizzadro Museum of Lapi-
dary Art - 220 Cottage Hill - 
Elmhurst 

The AFMS encourages all club members nationwide to 
take action on the Paleontological Resources Preservation 
Act, HR554. This bill is on a “fast track” for passage and 
will most likely be voted on by the House of Representa-
tives shortly after their return from summer recess which 
means September or October unless there is some unfore-
seen delay. They fully expect it to be quickly passed by 
voice vote, or quietly tacked onto some other major piece 
of legislation. It appears that a compromise has also been 
reached for Senate approval. While you may not agree 
with everyone’s assessment of this bill, it is important that 
we let all our members know that it is back on the table so 
to speak and hopefully they will take appropriate action. 

The bill basically mandates that the collection of fossils on 
public lands will be prohibited and violators subject to 
fines, confiscation of their vehicle and all equipment and 
the burden of proof will be on the individual in a court of 
law. The biggest worry is that after this legislation is 
passed, it won’t be long until another will target the col-
lecting of minerals or cutting rough. 

condensed from the September 2008 AFMS. Newsletter as submitted by 
John Wright, AFMS Conservation & Legislation Chair 

It is the middle of collecting time already! Time to take a 
good look at your equipment for safety. First of all, how is 
your emergency pack? If you had to use it, remember to 
replenish your stock of bandages, ointment, etc. Always 
have an emergency pack or kit with you in the field. We 
also encourage club members to bring their own first aid 
kits. Make sure it is in good shape: medications and cloth 
bandages age and deteriorate (don’t we all!)  
 
How is your eye protection? Goggles thrown in the rock 
bag all dusty and dirty? Safety glasses all scratched and 
dirty, or broken? Clean the goggles, and wash the safety 
glasses. Eye protection should be a mandatory requirement 
on all field trips - flying pieces of rock are no joke!  
 
How are your tools? Inspect your hammers regularly. Are 
the heads loose or handles cracked? What about your chis-
els? Are they dull, bent, or broken? Replace any broken 
tool. Sharpen chisels and all other tools that take an edge.  
Now is a good time to make sure you have your field bags 
ready to go. Some of the best hunts have taken place after 
a spontaneous decision to stop. And be kind to those who 
come after - remember to fill in your holes. Don’t leave 
anything behind. If you carried it in, carry it back out. 
Have fun, but think safety! Dave Rich, Safety and Field Trips 
Chair-Midwest Federation of Mineralogical Societies-Sept 08 newslet-
ter 
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THE ART OF SCRIMSHAW  

by Karen Dave 

Scrimshaw is the art of fashioning objects from or engrav-
ing pictures on bone or ivory. 1 Wait a minute you say; the 
making of objects and the scratching of design on bone or 
ivory goes back thousands of years. It’s been done all over 
the world in many cultures. This technique wasn’t in-
vented by whalers or North American Indians. The term 
“scrimshaw” refers to the use of these techniques by a spe-
cific group of people in a relatively recent timeframe. 
 
In it’s original context it referred to the creation of hand 
tools and implements made for the ship by sailors from the 
byproducts of harvesting marine mammals such as whales 
and walrus’.  This included the bones, teeth and baleen of 
whales and tusks of walruses. It referred to objects made 
by whalemen. These objects were decorative or purely 
practical such as belaying pins, tool handles and sheave 
blocks. Sperm whale jawbone, because of its density, 
workability and tensile strength, was better for these appli-
cations than wood.  
 
Later the meaning narrowed and came to refer to the 
scratching or engraving of pictures on whale teeth.  
 
Scrimshaw today refers to the scratched/engraved pictures 
on materials such as bone, ivory, horn, tortoise shell, ant-
ler and the like. 
 
Myth: It’s one of the few indigenous American crafts.  
 
Fact: “Contrary to popular belief in many quarters, which 
ascribes the origin of pictorial scrimshaw to American 
hands, the first practitioners to adorn sperm whale teeth 
were British South Sea whalers, a few of whose pioneer-
ing works survive in the Museum collection. The first 
piece to bear a date is elaborately but anonymously in-
scribed from the whaleship Adam of London, date 1817. 
The first known American scrimshaw artist, and one of the 
best, was Edward Burdett (1805-1833), who began scrim-
shandering circa 1824.” 2 

 

Myth: The word scrimshaw comes from a Dutch word 
meaning “to waste one’s time”. This is in reference to the 
large amount of time available to whalers between hunts. 
They used this time to produce scrimshaw.  
 
Fact: No one knows. The etymology is disputed. Various 
forms of the word appeared in the early 19th century. 2 
 
How is it done? The basic technique is simple. The object 
to be scrimmed should be cleaned and its surface polished. 
The design is drawn onto the surface.  

The design is then etched/scratched  with a sharp instru-
ment such as a needle, engraving tool,  diamond tipped 
scribe, or knife. The cuts are then covered with India ink, 
magic marker, printers ink or paint. The excess colorant is  

removed from the surface but remains in the cuts. The 
design is thus highlighted. 

And then there’s Fake-
shaw… 

As with most other valu-
able items in this world, 
there’s a whole industry 
dedicated to faking scrim-
shaw. These are synthetic 
mass produced scrimshaw 
like objects. Some of it is 
very well done and can 
and has fooled experts. 
Much old fakeshaw can be 
detected by the hot needle 
test as it was made from 
plastic. Unfortunately, just 
as with gemstones, as the 

tests were developed and 
publicized the fakes just got 
better. There is laser etched 

and machine cut “scrimshaw” available also. If the pic-
ture can be seen on multiple items and is exactly the 
same, it’s a machined piece. 

1. Scrimshaw by Robert Weiss 

2. Overview of Scrimshaw: The Whaler’s Art. New Bedford Whal-
ing Museum 

Pair of scrimshawed walrus 
tusks. Rhode Island or Connecti-
cut circa 1900 

The Lizzadro Museum of Lapidary Art in Elmhurst re-
cently attained Smithsonian Affiliation. This means the 
Museum staff will be working with Smithsonian curators 
in the areas of gem and minerals to bring unique exhibits 
to the Museum. 

The Smithsonian is synonymous with history, quality and 
knowledge. The collection contains millions of objects 
that can be chose for exhibit. The Lizzadro Museum plans 
on a special exhibit from the Smithsonian once a year be-
ginning in 2009. Look for special events and lectures per-
taining to these upcoming events! 

LIZZADRO MUSEUM  

GOES SMITHSONIAN!  

LAPIDARY ACTIVITY DAY AT 
THE LIZZADRO MUSEUM  

The West Suburban Lapidary Club has been invited once 
again to do demonstrating and children’s activities at the 
museum on Saturday, November 15th at the Lizzadro Mu-
seum of Lapidary Art in Elmhurst, Illinois. Volunteers are 
needed for the children’s activities or to provide informa-
tion to visitors. If you’ve never visited this great Museum, 
now is the time to check it out! 
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WSLC SUMMER PICNIC  

by Susan Wilson  

The West Suburban Lapidary Club held it's second annual 
Summer Picnic on July 27th at the lovely home of Gary 
and Lorel Abrell in Morris,IL. There was a good showing 
of Club members and everyone seemed to really enjoy the 
day. “Captain” Gary once again, took groups for a relaxing 
ride on their pontoon boat. There were spottings of turtles, 
fish and birds along the route. 

Members also enjoyed playing "Corn Hole" that traditional 
Midwestern game where bean bags are tossed into small 
holes on a board about 20 ft away.  Fun and food continued 
inside the Abrell's house with a fabulous spread of delight-
ful food brought by Club members. This summer we began 
an award for best dish and Arlene Blaha won for her tasty 
salad.  

Further shenanigans continued with hoax gifts being given 
to the members of the Board, to thank them for their service 
(or else tell them what we really think about them!) 
The Picnic Board would like to extend a big "Thank You" 
to the Abrells for once again making their home available 
to the Club for the Picnic and providing drinks, fried 
chicken and a beautiful cake for dessert!  We also send 
thanks to our illustrious President Ed for obtaining the fun 
party favors and Board gag gifts and bringing the outdoor 
pavilions, chairs and games. We would also like to recog-
nize Jeannette Devane and Lee Herrera for all their help at 
the party. We couldn't have done it without you 

 

 
    

Captain Gary and others go for a 3 hour tour. They 
were last seen picking up 2 hitchhikers by the names 
of Ginger & Mary Ann. 

Barb Freeman, Judee Peterson, Arlene Blaha, Lee 
Herrera & Jeannette Devane wrestle with the age 
old question of “How many rockhounds can you 
fit on a back porch? 

WSLC Treasurer Jose Ponce with dollar 
signs in his eyes. (we elected this guy?) 

Jose Ponce explains to Judee Peterson 
that the wet thing in front of them is 
truly water 

Joanne Samuel & her Mother 
test Jose’s theory and discover 
it’s all wet. 

Either the blue tent was put up awfully low or 
WSLC members Lydia Ponce, Lee Hererra, 
Jeannette Devane and Susan Wilson grew some. 

Marion Maple (lower left) is oblivious to 
the wondrous gift being bestowed upon 
Joanne Samuel by President Ed Gallagher. 

Pictures taken by Karen and/or 
Mehul Dave’. Color commentary 
by yours truly - Mary Prosek  
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A “FACET-NATING” WEEKEND                        
IN ELMHURST  

by Barb Freeman 

I was fortunate to attend the Midwest faceters guild annual 
seminar last month in Elmhurst. It was held for the first 
time in this location. The two days went by quickly, and 
were challenging, and yet with great results. I encourage 
any club member who may be interested in this "facet" of 
lapidary to participate in any future workshops. 

I was impressed with the amount of effort that went into 
the event, in this new location. Their members brought 
many machines, and all the necessary accessories. There 
were also many raffle prizes, and supplies that could be 
purchased. Participants traveled from Michigan, Ohio, and 
Indiana. 

The instructors were kind, encouraging, and helpful.  They 
also taught the correct way to facet, and had high expecta-
tions for us novices. The degree of precision was a definite 
challenge for me.  I learned that small errors early in the 
procedure magnify with further steps.  Ultimately we were 
able to leave with a completed, sparkly, faceted stone that 
was truly beautiful and colorful. 

Hopefully, at some future time, I will be able to continue 
with this skill.  The change from the rough stone to the 
completed gemstone is remarkable.   

Again, thanks to the cooperation of our two clubs to be 
able to offer this event in our locality. All who participated 
were friendly and appreciated the experience. Additional 
events included presentations by experts, and a banquet to 
encourage socialization and sharing of ideas 

 

 
    

PLEASE SEE THE CALEN-
DAR OF EVENTS ON PAGE 10 
FOR INFO ON THE GUILD’S 
OCTOBER FACETER’S FRAT 
IN GRAND RAPIDS  

Karen Dave & Ed Gallagher should 
have called each other before get-
ting dressed for the banquet (Barb 
Freeman laughs at them both) 

Amy Sticha holding the 
Hope replica. She too will 
be as famous one day 

Scott Sucher slacking off 
Lee Herrera and Barb Freeman cri-
tique Scott’s replica of The Great 
Table. They both approved. 

I checked his I.D.  His license to wear a 
hat was still valid. (no, I’m not kneeling 
down. He is that tall and I am that short) 

Scott Sucher (left), & Dalan 
Hargrave (Google these guys!) 

Cindy Root guides along a beading 
student. 

The beginning faceter’s class under 
the watchful eye of  Don Shore (right) 

Members of the Midwest Faceter’s 
Guild enjoy the banquet. 

 

The beginning faceter’s class eagerly wait 
for instructions from Ty Miller (in green 
vest) 

 
Pictures taken by myself or Jose 
Ponce. Color commentary by 
yours truly - Mary Prosek  



September 2008 
   

                         THE OPAL Page 10 

 

 

 
    

WSLC CALENDAR OF EVENTS  

MEETING LOCATION:         THE ABBEY: 407 West St. Charles Road, Elmhurst, IL  60126                                                                    
    Abbey public phone:  630-530-9874 

GENERAL MEETINGS:                             
Doors open at 7:00 p.m.                                      
The meeting begins at 8:00 p.m.                            
Next Meeting:  Friday, September 26, 2008 

WSLC BOARD MEETINGS:                             
The Abbey                                                       
The meeting begins at 7:30 p.m.                            
Next Meeting:  Friday, October 3, 2008 

UPCOMING SHOWS AND EVENTS 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Sept 26-28 - HAMILTON, IL: Worthen Earth Searchers Rock Club - “4th Annual Geode Fest” - Montebello Ac-
cess Area, right on the Mississippi River, immediately north of the west end of the US136 bridge that connect Hamil-
ton, Il with Keokuk, IA - Frid & Sat - 7 am to 6 pm, Sun 7 am to 3 pm. Vendors, swap area, displays, geode cracking, 
i.d., contests and collecting trips on public and private lands only accessible as part of the Fest. Huns last 5 hours. All 
participants must register and sign a waiver prior to collecting. Collecting trips $20 for singles, $30 for family. Ad-
mission to just the Fest: Free.  For more info contact Mike Shumate (573) 518-4739, email geodefest@hotmail.com. 
Additional information and the necessary forms needed for the collecting trips may be found at : 
www.firstcrackgeodes.com/geodefest. 

Sept 27-28:  OSHKOSH, WI: Oshkosh Earth Science Club - “37th Annual Rock, Gem and Mineral Show” - 
Sunnyview Expo Center, 550 E. County Road Y (Winnebago County Fairgrounds). Sat 9 am to 5 pm. Sunday 9 am to 
4 pm. Over 80 tables of dealers offering minerals, fossils, gemstones, specimens, rocks for cutting, jewelry and beads. 
There will be demonstrations featuring lapidary work and a children’s activity area. Contact: Albert Schulke, 1262 
Glane Ct, Oshkosh, WI 54902 (920) 235-0418, jayman@yahoo.com 

Oct 4: ELMHURST, IL: Lizzadro Museum of Lapidary Art - “Korean National Treasures of  Gold” - 220 Cot-
tage Hill, Elmhurst, IL. Discover the relics of ancient Korea by exploring three exquisitely crafted gold objects from 
the 5th to 7th centuries. The subtitled DVD explores the Sarira Casket of Gameun Temple, The Gift Bronze Incense 
Burner of Baekje and the Gold Crown of Silla. See the areas of archaeological exploration in Korea. Ages 10 to adult. 
2 pm, 45 minutes. Regular museum admission. tel: (630) 833-1616  www.lizzadromuseum.org 

Oct 4-5: GRAND RAPIDS, MI: Midwest Faceters Frat - Midwest Faceters Guild - 0-1451 Leonard St NW, Grand 
Rapids, MI 49544.  A weekend of faceting and fellowship. Pot luck. Kitchen available. Bring your own machine. 
Members only. Admission $15 per person, $20 per couple. Membership to the guild is $20 per year. For further info 
about the event, contact Barb Yost at barbandben@gmail.com, or Cindy Root at d-root@sbcglobal.net.  For member-
ship info, contact Linda Sharkey, sharkcake@dishmail.com, tel (989) 382-9141 

Oct 4-5: SPRINGFIELD, IL:  Lincoln Orbit Earth Science Society (LOESS) - “Annual Gem, Mineral, and Fossil 
Show” - Illinois Bldg, Illinois State Fairgrounds, Sangamon Ave at 9th St. Sat 10 am to 6 pm. Sun 10 am to 5 pm. 
The theme this year will be “Awesome Agates & Fabulous Fossils”.  11 Dealers offering specimens, fossils, gems, 
jewelry, books, cabs, collectibles and lots more. Special exhibits will include: “Homer”, the juvenile Triceratops from 
the Burpee Museum, agates from Idar-Oberstein and lots more. Demonstrations of all kinds. A kids area featuring a 
fossil dig and games. Hourly door prizes, great food. Adults $2, seniors $1, children under 12 free with an adult. Free 
parking. Contact John Washburn, 107 Deer Creek Rd, Rochester, IL 62563 (217) 498-7713, jwashburn2@msn.com 

Oct 18-19: CHICAGO HEIGHTS, IL: South Suburban Eart h Science Club - Prairie State College, 202 S. Hal-
sted St, Chicago Heights. Sat & Sunday 10 am to 5 pm. Demos, dealers, educational info for kids. For further info, 
please contact  ssescus@yahoo.com 

 

Baseball is the only field of endeavor where a man can succeed three times out of ten and be considered a good per-
former - Ted Williams          Both Chicago teams in first place at the same time in September! Holy Cow! - Mitty 


