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WEST SUBURBAN LAPIDARY CLUB
A NON-PROFIT ORGANIZATION INCORPORATED IN THE STATE OF LINOIS

Mission Statement:

To foster the development of the lapidary arts thiedewelry craftsman's and to increase publia@diein

handcrafted gems, jewelry, and their materials

Regular meetings of the West Suburban Lapidary @helheld on the fourth Friday of the month atr8.pwvith the ex-
ception of June, July, August & December at The&dhld07 W. St. Charles Road, Elmhurst, lllinoisarkhg in the
East and West parking lots. Visitors are welcom@eard meetings are held as announced in The O¥nual mem-
ber ship dues are $17 per household/family. Dueslae January 1, delinquent January 31.

President
Vice- President
Treasurer
Secretary
OPAL Editor
MWEF Liaison

Ed Gallagher
Joanne Samuel
Jose Ponce’
Barb Freeman
Mary Prosek
Terry Licko

Board Member (3rd of 3 year term) Susan Wilson &

(shared position)

Board Member (2nd of 3 year term)

Board Member (1st of 3 year term)

Past President

CGMA Delegate:
position open

Kitchen Supplies:
Ed Gallagher

Gem of the Month:

Tony Gass

Historian:
Joanne Samuel

Publicity:
Lee Herrera

Webmaster:
Don Shore

Karen Dave’

Lee Herrera

Barb Petry
Don Shore

Committee Chairpersons

Hospitality:
1 person from the month’s team

The OPAL:
Mary Prosek

Librarian:
Gwyn Roland

Activities Coordinator:
Karen Dave’

MWEF Liaison:
Terry Licko

Lizzadro Museum Liaison:
Jack Maher

OFFICERS AND BOARD MEMBERS - 2008

Silent Auction/Club Show:

Field Trip:
to be announced

Lapidary School:
Karen Dave’
Instructors:
Lyle Backus
Tony Gass
Max Schultz
Assistants:
Lucy Backus
Jose Ponce
Mary Prosek
Alberta Schultz

The OPAL is the official publication of the West Sthurban Lapidary Club and is issued September throub
May with the exception of December. It is mailedone copy per household, without further charge to mmbers
of the WSLC. Email in addition to or in place of nalil is also available by contacting the Editor. Articles may
be copied provided full credit is given to the autbr and this bulletin. The deadline for material tobe published
is the fourth Friday of the month prior. Visit the WSLC website at: www.westsuburbanlapidaryclub.com
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SEPTEMBER PROGRAM
by Mary Prosek

The September program will consist of a demonstnati September’s stone-of-the-month which is dlstua
the technique of scrimshaw. The WSLC’s own Lorbtéll will present a talk and demo. Lorel is a long
time club member and is a guest instructor at fheddro Museum of Lapidary Art in carving and the

There will also be many photos of the club’s summants. All are encouraged to bring in specimextb-g
ered, items made or pictures taken during theimsemnactivities or to speak about a trip or claksrna

STONE-OF-THE-MONTH

The Stone-of-the-month for September is actuatlcanique called “scrimshaw”. Please check outtbeder-
ful article on page 7 of The Opal. The technigure@ctober will be “chain making” and November viit
“glass fusing”. Please bring in any examples onsshaw you might have to share with the group.

WSLC HOLIDAY MEETING

The holiday season will be here before you knovid.will the WSLC Annual December Holiday Meetimghich
will be Sunday, December 7, 2008 at The Villa N&®estaurant, located at 237 W St Charles Road, W#ieL, IL,
tel: 630-832-8430. Doors open at 12 noon. Cockfaedsh bar) from noon until 1 p.m.

The dinner will start with the serving of the esti@ 1 p.m. The General Meeting and Election ot gear’s officers
will follow at 2. The cost is still just $20 pergen. Dinner is served family style and has histily proven to be
delicious, and the food plentiful.

Please advise WSLC Treasurer, Jose Ponce, as squussible if you will be attending. A minimum gaatee is
required in order for Villa Nova to keep the resgians. Failure to meet the minimum will resultaircancellation of
the event. Payment must be made by the Novemimer@jemeeting. Last year’'s event was a lot ofdad well at-
tended. Mark your calendar now and plan to attéatlitional tickets are available for spouses onsigant others.

There will be an early bird drawing at the Octob®reting. Those who already paid their membershgs dor 2009
will have a chance to win a free pair of ticketslte Holiday Meeting.

TEAM ASSIGNMENTS

September: The WSLC Board Members are responsible for refresttenand program for the first meeting. All
WSLC members are assigned to a monthly team. Ifayewnsure of the month you are on, please asKitiee
President, Joanne Samuel, who is the keeper ¢é#me assignments.

October:

Blaha, Arlene Gallagher, Ed Peterson, Judee
Cooper, Caroline Licko, Terry & Erv O’Connell, ChadMarlene
Davis, Clete O’Connell, Chas & Marlene Piche, lone

WSLC MEMBERSHIP INFORMATION

Membership in the WSLC is $17 per year, per housi#amily. Student memberships are available fbd.$ Students
are identified as 22 years of age and younger anérmtly enrolled in an accredited school and heavalid school I.D.

Dues are payable by January 31st for that caleyekar regardless of the date you joined. Pleasmisuibcompleted

application for Board Approval to the WSLC Treasud®se PonceThis is to be done at any General Meeting. Ap-
plications will not be accepted via mail or at a WEC function other than a meeting. Visitors are welcome at all
General Meetings. Members of the WSLC are expdotedrve on various committee’s and volunteer tim@e where

needed. Applications may be found on the websitevavw.westsuburbanlapidary.com

Members of the WSLC receive in district rates wite EImhurst Park District for classes taken atlifygidary School,
regardless of their residence. Contact informatoorall Board Members are located on page 2 of Opal
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MINUTES OF THE MAY 2, 2008

BOARD MEETING
by Mary Prosek

The meeting was held at Crestview Park and wasdai

to order at 7:30. Those in attendance included BHaG
gher, Karen Dave, Joanne Samuel, Jose Ponce,
Shore, Lee Herrera and Mary Prosek.

Treasurer’'s report Jose Ponce, presented a written &
verbal update. The report is held for audit.

Opal Editor report Thanks again for those who subm

articles. Member involvement in the club is apatsd.

Webmaster report:The website is updated on a regu
basis.

Midwest Federation report: Nothing to report at thig
time.

Lapidary School: Karen Dave’ said the classes were ¢Blay, for the gem of the month, tanzanite.
Lapidary School:Karen Dave’ updated members on the

ing quite well and the silver class had a waitisg |

Summer activities Discussion was held about club p3
ticipation for Art in the Park, Art Camp, and thizzadro
demonstrations, and a summer picnic for club memi
and significant others. Volunteers are requestedhiese
fun activities, which publicize our club.

New Business: Don Shore said the Midwest Facete
Guild was still scheduled to hold their seminar ALy
thru the 17th. Karen Dave suggested some possEbil
for the banquet. Mary Prosek said she sent outiqgiybl

to various magazines advertising the event. Donr&Shgy
have a supply of flyers that he passed out for &dar

Members to distribute.

50" Anniversary (2009) of club: Brief discussion w.
held about possible ways to celebrate. Joanne 8a
will research who were the Past Presidents angehes
served, for a chronological frame of reference.

Club Constitution reviewDue to the length of the Boan
meeting, discussion was held about the beginringet
articles of Section 1V addressing the Board of Dlioes
elections or appointments.

The meeting was adjourned at 9:05 after a motion
Mary Prosek, and second by Lee Herrera

EDITOR'S NOTE: For those of you who missed afity. A review was presented about Art in the Pahich

of the activities the weekend of the faceting s@miham
so sorry! Members were treated to a special negarch
before talk from replica gem guy Scott Sucher addsy,

free admission to the Lizzadro Museum, a great eeek
of classes and a fantastic banquet on Saturdayhwihic
cluded a talk by Dalan Hargrave. That talk will mer
whole page in The Opal and will get one in Octo
along with pictures. (Google Scott’'s & Dalan’s naie
Talk about accomplishmentsiary Prosek - Editor, The Opall

TEGMA. He has been involved in that organization

MINUTES OF THE MAY 30, 2008
GENERAL MEETING

by Barb Freeman

he meeting was called to order by the PresideshtGGEI-
Bgﬂer at 8:05 PM at the Abbey in Elmhurst.

Minutes of the prior meeting were approved as ghiel
in the OPAL, following a motion by Jack Maher arets
1Bfld by Barb Petry.

to file the report for audit, following a motion Hyynn
Dempsey and second by Lee Herrera. Attendance:
|gembers signed in, with 4 guests present.

Library report Remember to return library materials
the September meeting.

Thanks to those members who brought in gems for

apidary school and suggested to register as se@OSsI-
le if interested in taking the summer classesha®pen-
higgs fill quickly. Classes for the summer includéver
smithing, stone cutting and polishing, and beading.

L

rrgview information included in the most recent OPAL

.Opal editor Mary Prosek reaffirmed her appreciation
LIl the articles submitted by members. Remembevrite
up a short, or longer, summary of your summer Higs/
r publication in the OPAL. Even if events are bt
ctly lapidary related, perhaps an associationdcte
made; or may be of general interest to the members.

FEGMA Rich Dillon is now the club’s representative

Publicity chairperson, so is familiar with the worgs of
that club. Thanks Rich for taking on the additiore
pronsibilities. He reported that the recent eweas a
positive experience for the dealers; attempts twease
attendance will occur over the next two years.

Old Business: Volunteer opportunities are available fol
\@giety of club events. This is a great way to trmber
members, have fun, contribute to the club, andipukel
lapidary. It is also a way to learn more about¢bemu-

just occurred and our club had the greatest atteredand
participation. Thanks to those who volunteered.

Other opportunities include the Art Camp for chedy

Volunteers can also help with preparation if nchikable
pauring the daytime date, to be determined, in Atig
Lapidary day at the Lizzadro Museum will be in Nowe
ber. (continued on page 5)

Treasurer's reportwas read by Jose Ponce and apprg

Midwest FederationTerry Licko reminded members {o

sponsored by the Elmhurst Art Museum and Park bistf

ved

33
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Other opportunities include the Art Camp for cheldy <
sponsored by the Elmhurst Art Museum and Park Disgr MAY PROGRAM REVIEW aw

Volunteers can also help with preparation if nchikable

during the daytime date, to be determined, in Augus
Lapidary day at the Lizzadro Museum will be in Nowé

ber.

New Business: The Midwest Faceters Seminar/works

will be held August 15-1% This is an excellent opport}

nity for beginners and more advance faceters tmIeaw|
skills, meet other interested participants fromuaib the
region, and benefit from the experienced instrigctaddi-
tional classes may be offered. Club members aredats
volunteer as hosts for this regional event beinlgl e
Elmhurst for the first time. It is usually held Michigan,
so the convenience is another plus.

Summer picnic The Abrell's, Gary and Lorel, have g
ciously volunteered to host a summer picnic forb
members and their significant others. Further imgmtion
will be distributed. The date is tentatively sat Jaly 27",
Last year was a great event with good food, (bargjsh
to pass), good company, and even boat rides aneésj
Start arranging to car pool or save your gas mdoey
great day at the lake!

There will be an additional board meeting to plangum-
mer events. Date and time to be determined.

As a follow-up to a recent program, members wer€
couraged to bring/wear examples of their “foundt.
There were wonderful, creative, and fun object$ were
shared with the group. Examples included Barb Ps
pink beaded kitchen cabinet pull that was worn asck-
lace. Jim and Jimmy Blake were busy with seveerhd

made from household hardware for distinctive tosgh

Very creative use for everyday items such as alrdeta

by Barb Freeman

)]

A colorful video was presented which depicted theing
[@Rd processing for the relatively new gemstonedaite.
UFhere was a great article written by Erik Spandehia
May, 2008 OPAL. This beautiful stone has a charatie
deep blue color with violet. The video showed khasai
tribesmen, the countryside with large wild animasd
Kthe mining, cutting, polishing process. There azeesal
mines in the small area where stones are foundjes rm
length and 2 miles wide, in Tanzania. Most mines
primitive and work is done by pick and shovel todte
the sausage like brown stones deep beneath thaceu
©9ne mine is highly mechanized and covers a largekb
‘0t land. The stones are rare, and usually smalerAfeat-
ing the stones to 600 degrees they turn to thebeetutiful
colors. The mines and market for selling the stagdhe

a{nrﬁtinstay of the local economy.

The video portrayed the history of this beautifahg It is
expected the mining will only last another decades®
when the supply will be depleted. So, buy your esonow
as they will become more rare and precious inuheré.

e THANK YOU THANK YOU THANK YOU
ar THANK YOU THANK YOU

trimmm, a lot of selfless acts of random kindness@q
around the WSLC these days. I've been asked tdhes
Opal as a vehicle to say thanks to many members:

e
Terry Licko would like to thankBarb Freeman and eve-

stop. Pat Koko brought an assortment of found aibjgyone for the wonderful cake at the May meetingam-

from the American Scientific store that while costiless
than 25 cents each, combined to form an art pi€ce,
ginia Reisner created a fun, colorful, and usekdkhacg
that incorporated cocktail picks, to have readyetgoy
any buffet. Karen Dave’ wore her found art neckl
which she created using the “finest quality” ingesis
including stone slabs. Others had a collage, oadiraf

found objects. While there may be others examgied 4

were shared with small groups, it was a fun expee
and gave witness to club creativity.

The silent auction concluded the meeting. There &
great variety of objects from slabs, rough, todlspks,
and completed items which were beautiful. Of patér
interest was a specimen slab of ruby and zois#é wag
donated by Lillian Keck, longtime WSLC member.

The program kept members attention and correlatedd

gem of the month: Tanzanite. The movie was infdirea

and colorful, and showed the region and mining ods
and how the stone ultimately is incorporated ifme few-
elry.

The meeting was adjourned at 9:07 following a noby

memorate her many years of service to the club.

Thanks toDorothy Asher of the Lizzadro Museum o
Lapidary Art for letting the club use the museumiset-
ing room during the Midwest Faceter's seminar.

Speaking of faceter’s seminar, thanksDion Shore and
Karen Dave who were most instrumental in making t
vent happen, as well as banquet helgard Freeman,
FEd Gallagher, Jose PonceandJoanne SamuelNice ta-
ble arrangementd8arb. Thanks toScott Sucherfor the
%eat talk he gave the first evening of the sematathe

useum. Thank yoiidwest Facetersfor a great week
end and for really interesting banquet spedaan Har-
grave. (Google Scott’'s & Dalans names!)

Thanks to picnic organizeSusan WilsonandEd Galla-
gher, as well as host&ary & Lorel Abrell for a wonder-
ful time and a beautiful day.

Jose Ponce wants to thank the following for thei4silent
auction items donate@iane Dare, Lynn Dempsey, Jaci
Maher. Keep those donations coming!

I hope I didn’t forget anyone! If so, please forgime!

Barb Petry and second by Terry Licko.

ar

11%
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IN MEMORIAM
DIANA M. NICHOLAS

by Dorothy J. Asher, Director Lizzadro Museum gbidary Art

2 Diana Nicholas, daughter
{ Mary and Joseph Lizzadn
£ the Museum's founder, pass
\lk# away on July 2, 2008 at t

and yet continued to help H

The Lizzadro Museum of Lapi-
dary Art - 220 Cottage Hill -
Elmhurst

served on the Lizzadro M
seum’s Board of Directors f
23 years. She worked a
volunteered her time at the Museum throughout deit
life. After raising her children, Diana was a pa&ss 0
the arts, supporting many groups including the Eirst
Symphony, the EImhurst Art Museum and childrentst
tre. She is survived by her six children and elegeand-
children.

The Museum received many donations in Diana’s n
ory. The contributions are greatly appreciated aiibdbe
used for the fall special exhibit Gem Paintings llya
Schar. All memorial contributors are invited toeaid g
special gallery talk and reception for the artistSaturday
or Sunday, November 8 and 9 at 2 p.m.

Lop

FOR SALE

Dyna Disk. 14 total. Nine books are included asl:vizib-
grams for Faceting Vol Il, Faceting for Amateunstrd to
Meet Point Faceting and several books that comtesigng
and patterns. Brand new goes for $2600 - askin@ $70

TRIM SAW: Lortone 6” Trim Saw - 1/3 hp motor. Lig
for over $600 new - asking $100

Contact Chuck O'Connell - 708-349-2520

e e s a2 2 B B o
For sale advertisements are offered at no char§g3aC

print or accept For Sale ads from dealers or basimevn;
ers. The WSLC cannot confirm the condition or prags
any merchandise offered. All transactions mushéedieg
directly between the seller and buyer.

Please contact Opal Editor, Mary Prosek if you iater-
ested in placing an ad. Contact information caricoed
for her and all board members on page 2 of The.Opal

Ry
y / ¥
; age of 73. Diana fought bofg,
cancer for the last three yeqrs

favorite charities and suppgf
local arts organizations. Spg

){Ne let all our members know that it is back onttide so
N
AT he bill basically mandates that the collectioriasfsils on

the burden of proof will be on the individual ircaurt of

FACETING MACHINE : Alpha Taurus machine frofp
Imperial Gem Instruments. Includes 9 laps plus 8heg

members, space permitting. The Opal will not knahinels? Are they dull, bent, or broken? Replace arokdm

American Federation of
Mineralogical Societies

by Lee Herrera
The AFMS encourages all club members nationwidg
take action on the Paleontological Resources Rrasen
ct, HR554. This bill is on a “fast track” for pasge and
il most likely be voted on by the House of Repms-
files shortly after their return from summer recessch
en delay. They fully expect it to be quickly masdy
ice vote, or quietly tacked onto some other majece
f legislation. It appears that a compromise has aken
ached for Senate approval. While you may note
ith everyone’s assessment of this bill, it is imtpat that

fg speak and hopefully they will take appropriatéaen.

public lands will be prohibited and violators sudijeo
fines, confiscation of their vehicle and all equgmwhand

law. The biggest worry is that after this legisiatiis
passed, it won't be long until another will targlee col-
ger%t_ing of minerals or cutting rough.

condensed from the September 2008 AFMS. Newsdstibmitted byf
John Wright, AFMS Conservation & Legislation Chair

Midwest Federation of Mineralogi-
cal & Geological Societies News

‘i !

J p
FEBRRACFERHN

by Terry Licko

It is the middle of collecting time already! Time take a
good look at your equipment for safety. First ¢f labw is
your emergency pack? If you had to use it, remenhie
replenish your stock of bandages, ointment, etevaib
ave an emergency pack or kit with you in the fiéhe
so encourage club members to bring their own &id
kits. Make sure it is in good shape: medications eoth
bandages age and deteriorate (don't we all!)

How is your eye protection? Goggles thrown in thekr
%ag all dusty and dirty? Safety glasses all scemtciind

irty, or broken? Clean the goggles, and wash #fietys
glasses. Eye protection should be a mandatorynergent
on all field trips - flying pieces of rock are rukg!

HHow are your tools? Inspect your hammers regulaie.
the heads loose or handles cracked? What aboutchair

tool. Sharpen chisels and all other tools that takedge.

eNow is a good time to make sure you have your fields
ready to go. Some of the best hunts have takere @itier
a spontaneous decision to stop. And be kind toethdso
come after - remember to fill in your holes. Dolgave
anything behind. If you carried it in, carry it lkaout.

Have fun, but think safetybave Rich, Safety and Field Trig
Chair-Midwest Federation of Mineralogical Societi®ept 08 newslet

eans September or October unless there is sorneeunf

7]

fer

September 2008

to

re



September 2008 THE

OPAL

Page 7

THE ART OF SCRIMSHAW

by Karen Dave

Scrimshaw is the art of fashioning objects fronengrav-

ing pictures on bone or ivory.Wait a minute you say; tie

making of objects and the scratching of design amebor
ivory goes back thousands of years. It's been édinever
the world in many cultures. This technique wasmi

vented by whalers or North American Indians. Then{

“scrimshaw” refers to the use of these techniquea bpe
cific group of people in a relatively recent tinaafre.

In it's original context it referred to the creatiof hang
tools and implements made for the ship by sail@mfthe
byproducts of harvesting marine mammals such ases
and walrus’. This included the bones, teeth anddmaof
whales and tusks of walruses. It referred to objecadd
by whalemen. These objects were decorative or y
practical such as belaying pins, tool handles drehwg

blocks. Sperm whale jawbone, because of its densitgks. Rhode Island or Connect

workability and tensile strength, was better fasth appli
cations than wood.

Later the meaning narrowed and came to refer tqg
scratching or engraving of pictures on whale teeth.

Scrimshaw today refers to the scratched/engravetdres
on materials such as bone, ivory, horn, tortoisal sant-
ler and the like.

Myth: It's one of the few indigenous American crafts.

Fact “Contrary to popular belief in many quarters, @]
ascribes the origin of pictorial scrimshaw to Aren
hands, the first practitioners to adorn sperm wheéth
were British South Sea whalers, a few of whose

ing works survive in the Museum collection. Thes#[Museum staff will be working with Smithsonian cuet

piece to bear a date is elaborately but anonymouns
scribed from the whaleshipdam of London, date 181
The first known American scrimshaw artist, and ohthe
best, was Edward Burdett (1805-1833), who begams
shandering circa 1824

Myth: The word scrimshaw comes from a Dutch wétd

meaning “to waste one’s time”. This is in referencehe
large amount of time available to whalers betweent$
They used this time to produce scrimshaw.

Fact No one knows. The etymology is disputed. Var
forms of the word appeared in the early’ t@ntury.?

How is it done?The basic technique is simple. The ob
to be scrimmed should be cleaned and its surfalcshpd.
The design is drawn onto the surface.

The design is then etched/scratched with a shestpur
ment such as a needle, engraving tool,
scribe, or knife. The cuts are then covered withdnnk,
magic marker, printers ink or paint. The excessreoit is

diamorpbd

design is thus highlighted.

And then there's Fake-
shaw...

As with most other valu-
able items in this world,
there’'s a whole industry
dedicated to faking scrim-
shaw. These are syntheti
mass produced scrimshay
like objects. Some of it is
very well done and can
§and has fooled experts
#l Much old fakeshaw can be
detected by the hot needl¢
test as it was made fronj
plastic. Unfortunately, just
as with gemstones, as th
fests were developed an
bublicized the fakes just gof
better. There is laser etche
and machine cut “scrimshaw” available also. If pe

ture can be seen on multiple items and is exatity

Pair of scrimshawed walrus

cut circa 1900

shlfe, it's a machined piece.
1. Scrimshaw by Robert Weiss
2. Overview of Scrimshaw: The Whaler's Art. Newf8et Whal-

ing Museum

LIZZADRO MUSEUM
GOES SMITHSONIAN!

The Lizzadro Museum of Lapidary Art in Elmhurst 1
cently attained Smithsonian Affiliation. This meatise

yn the areas of gem and minerals to bring uniquebéts
to the Museum.

LT he Smithsonian is synonymous with history, quadityl
'knowledge. The collection contains millions of atige
that can be chose for exhibit. The Lizzadro Musglams
a special exhibit from the Smithsonian once ar ye-
ginning in 2009. Look for special events and leesuper-
taining to these upcoming events!

LAPIDARY ACTIVITY DAY AT
THE LIZZADRO MUSEUM

ec-

The West Suburban Lapidary Club has been invitex g
again to do demonstrating and children’s activiaéghe
museum on Saturday, November 15th at the Lizzadne
eum of Lapidary Art in EImhurst, lllinois. Volurdes are
eeded for the children’s activities or to providéorma-

tion to visitors. If you've never visited this gtdduseum,

removed from the surface but remains in the cutee T
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now is the time to check it out!
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WSLC SUMMER PICNIC

salad.

&

WSLC Treasurer Jose Ponce with dollar & ™%

by Susan Wilson

The West Suburban Lapidary Club held it's secormiah
Summer Picnic on July 27th at the lovely home ofyGa
and Lorel Abrell in Morris,IL. There was a good sliog
of Club members and everyone seemed to really ehpy
day. “Captain” Gary once again, took groups foelaxing
ride on their pontoon boat. There were spottingturdfes,
fish and birds along the route.

Members also enjoyed playing "Corn Hole" that tiiadal
Midwestern game where bean bags are tossed inth sma
holes on a board about 20 ft away. Fun and footirneed
inside the Abrell's house with a fabulous spreadedight-

ful food brought by Club members. This summer wgalne

an award for best dish and Arlene Blaha won forthety

Further shenanigans continued with hoax gifts beiivgn
to the members of the Board, to thank them for thesivice
(or else tell them what we really think about thpm!
The Picnic Board would like to extend a big "Thardu"
to the Abrells for once again making their homeilate
to the Club for the Picnic and providing drinksjetr
chicken and a beautiful cake for dessert! We alsod
thanks to our illustrious President Ed for obtainthe fun
party favors and Board gag gifts and bringing tb&door
pavilions, chairs and games. We would also likeetwng-
nize Jeannette Devane and Lee Herrera for all tredp at
the party. We couldn't have done it without you

Pictures taken by Karen and/or
Mehul Dave’. Color commentary
by yours truly - Mary Prosek

signs in his eyes. (we elected this guy?) %1l =
:i W O TR

Marin Mable (lower left) is oblivious to
the wondrous gift being bestowed upon

§l Joanne Samuel by President Ed Gallagher.

Either the blue tent was put up awfully low or
WSLC members Lydia Ponce, Lee Hererra,
Jeannette Devane and Susan Wilson grew some.

Ca[ptain Gary and others go for a 3 hour tour. They
were last seen picking up 2 hitchhikers by the rame
of Ginger & Mary Ann.

Barb Freeman, Judee Peterson, Arlene Blaha, Lee
Herrera & Jeannette Devane wrestle with the age
old question of “How many rockhounds can you

fit on a back porch?

Jose Ponce explains to Judee Peterson
that the wet thing in front of them is
truly water

Joanne Samuel & her Mother
test Jose’s theory and discover
it’s all wet.
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Karen Dave & Ed Gallagher should

have called each other before get- Amy Sticha holding the
ting dressed for the banquet (Barb  Hope replica. She too will
Freeman laughs at them both) be as famous one day

Lee Herrera and Barb Freeman cri-
tique Scott’s replica of The Great

Scott Sucher slacking off
Table. They both approved.

| checked his I.D. His license to wear a
hat was still valid. (no, I'm not kneeling
down. He is that tall and | am that short)

Scott .Sucher (left), & Dalan
Hargrave (Google these guys!)

The beginning faceter’s class eagerly wait
for instructions from Ty Miller (in green
vest)

Pictures taken by myself or Jose|
Ponce. Color commentary by
yours truly - Mary Prosek

PLEASE SEE THE CALEN-
DAR OF EVENTS ON PAGE 10
FOR INFO ON THE GUILD'’S
OCTOBER FACETER'S FRAT
IN GRAND RAPIDS

Members of the Midwest Faceter’s
Guild enjoy the banquet.

A “FACET-NATING” WEEKEND
IN ELMHURST

by Barb Freeman

| was fortunate to attend the Midwest facetersdyaiinual
seminar last month in Elmhurst. It was held for ftinst
time in this location. The two days went by quickiand
were challenging, and yet with great results. loemage
any club member who may be interested in this tfacke
lapidary to participate in any future workshops.

| was impressed with the amount of effort that wiend
the event, in this new location. Their members phbu
many machines, and all the necessary accessohese T
were also many raffle prizes, and supplies thatdche
purchased. Participants traveled from Michigan,dQand
Indiana.

The instructors were kind, encouraging, and helpfthey
also taught the correct way to facet, and had higlecta-
tions for us novices. The degree of precision wesfaite
challenge for me. | learned that small errorsyegrlthe
procedure magnify with further steps. Ultimatelg were
able to leave with a completed, sparkly, facetedesthat
was truly beautiful and colorful.

Hopefully, at some future time, | will be able tontinue
with this skill. The change from the rough stopethe
completed gemstone is remarkable.

Again, thanks to the cooperation of our two clubsbe
able to offer this event in our locality. All whagicipated
were friendly and appreciated the experience. Aaithl
events included presentations by experts, and quighro
encourage socialization and sharing of ideas

Cindy Root guides along a beading
student.

The beginning faceter’s class under
the watchful eye of Don Shore (right)
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WSLC CALENDAR OF EVENTS

MEETING LOCATION: THE ABBEY: 407 West St. Charles Road, ElImhurst,80126
Abbey public phone: 630-530-9874

GENERAL MEETINGS: WSLC BOARD MEETINGS:

Doors open at 7:00 p.m. The Abbey

The meeting begins at 8:00 p.m. The meeting begins at 7:30 p.m.

Next Meeting: Friday, September 26, 2008 Next Meeting: Friday, October 3, 2008

UPCOMING SHOWS AND EVENTS

Sept 26-28 HAMILTON, IL: Worthen Earth Searchers Rock Club -“4th Annual Geode Fest” - Montebello Ac-
cess Area, right on the Mississippi River, immeglianorth of the west end of the US136 bridge tuanect Hamil-
ton, Il with Keokuk, 1A - Frid & Sat - 7 am to 6 prBun 7 am to 3 pm. Vendors, swap area, displagjecracking,
i.d., contests and collecting trips on public anggie lands only accessible as part of the FashsHast 5 hours. All
participants must register and sign a waiver pgoarollecting. Collecting trips $20 for singles,(®r family. Ad-
mission to just the Fest: Free. For more info aonMike Shumate (573) 518-4739, email geodefest@dubcom.
Additional information and the necessary forms meeefr the collecting trips may be found at :
www.firstcrackgeodes.com/geodefest.

Sept 27-28: OSHKOSH, WI:0Oshkosh Earth Science Club “37th Annual Rock, Gem and Mineral Show” -
Sunnyview Expo Center, 550 E. County Road Y (WimgebCounty Fairgrounds). Sat 9 am to 5 pm. Sunday %
4 pm. Over 80 tables of dealers offering mineraissils, gemstones, specimens, rocks for cuttewgelry and beads.
There will be demonstrations featuring lapidary kvand a children’s activity area. Contact: AlbechGlke, 1262
Glane Ct, Oshkosh, WI 54902 (920) 235-0418, jaymgai@o.com

Oct 4: ELMHURST, IL: Lizzadro Museum of Lapidary Art - “Korean National Treasures of Gold” - 220 Cot-
tage Hill, ElImhurst, IL. Discover the relics of agt Korea by exploring three exquisitely crafteridgobjects from
the 5th to 7th centuries. The subtitled DVD expdaitee Sarira Casket of Gameun Temple, The Gift Bzdncense
Burner of Baekje and the Gold Crown of Silla. Semareas of archaeological exploration in KoreaesA0 to adult.
2 pm, 45 minutes. Regular museum admission. t80)(833-1616 www.lizzadromuseum.org

Oct 4-5: GRAND RAPIDS, MI: Midwest Faceters Frat -Midwest Faceters Guild - 0-1451 Leonard St NW, @ran
Rapids, MI 49544. A weekend of faceting and felbip. Pot luck. Kitchen available. Bring your owachine.
Members only. Admission $15 per person, $20 peploMembership to the guild is $20 per year. feottfer info
about the event, contact Barb Yost at barbandberg@.gom, or Cindy Root at d-root@sbcglobal.netr fember-
ship info, contact Linda Sharkey, sharkcake@dishomam, tel (989) 382-9141

Oct 4-5: SPRINGFIELD, IL: Lincoln Orbit Earth Science Society (LOESS}) “Annual Gem, Mineral, and Fossil
Show” - lllinois Bldg, lllinois State FairgroundSangamon Ave at 9th St. Sat 10 am to 6 pm. Suml® & pm.
The theme this year will be “Awesome Agates & FahslFossils”. 11 Dealers offering specimens, Bsgems,
jewelry, books, cabs, collectibles and lots mopecsl exhibits will include: “Homer”, the juvenilEriceratops from
the Burpee Museum, agates from Idar-Oberstein @sdhore. Demonstrations of all kinds. A kids aesguring a
fossil dig and games. Hourly door prizes, greatfdddults $2, seniors $1, children under 12 freéhwan adult. Free
parking. Contact John Washburn, 107 Deer Creel®dhester, IL 62563 (217) 498-7713, jwashburn2 @oasn.

Oct 18-19: CHICAGO HEIGHTS, IL: South Suburban Eart h Science Club- Prairie State College, 202 S. Hal-
sted St, Chicago Heights. Sat & Sunday 10 am tm50Qemos, dealers, educational info for kids. Fwttier info,
please contact ssescus@yahoo.com

Baseball is the only field of endeavor where a wam succeed three times out of ten and be condidegeod per-
former -Ted Williams Both Chicago teams in first place at the same tmfeptember! Holy Cow! Mitty




