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NEXT CLUB MEETING 

November 28, 2008 - 8 pm         
(doors open at 7:00) 
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WEST SUBURBAN LAPIDARY CLUB                                                                                                     
A NON-PROFIT ORGANIZATION INCORPORATED IN THE STATE OF ILLINOIS                                                              

Mission Statement:                                                                                                              
To foster the development of the lapidary arts and the jewelry craftsman's and to increase public interest in 

handcrafted gems, jewelry, and their materials                                                                                  

Regular meetings of the West Suburban Lapidary Club are held on the fourth Friday of the month at 8 p.m. with the ex-
ception of June, July, August & December at The Abbey, 407 W. St. Charles Road, Elmhurst, Illinois.  Parking in the 
East and West parking lots.  Visitors are welcome.  Board meetings are held as announced in The OPAL.  Annual mem-
ber ship dues are $17 per household/family.  Dues are due January 1, delinquent January 31. 

OFFICERS AND BOARD MEMBERS - 2008 
President Ed Gallagher   

Vice- President Joanne Samuel   

Treasurer Jose Ponce’    

Secretary                                               Barb Freeman        

OPAL Editor Mary Prosek   

MWF Liaison Terry Licko   

Board Member (3rd of 3 year term)  
(shared position) 

Susan Wilson & 
Karen Dave’  

  

Board Member (2nd of 3 year term) Lee Herrera   

Board Member (1st of 3 year term) Barb Petry   

Past President Don Shore   

Committee Chairpersons 
Hospitality:                                                        
1 person from the month’s team                 

The OPAL:                                                         
Mary Prosek                

L ibrar ian:                                                            
Gwyn Roland 

Activities Coordinator :                                         
Karen Dave’  

MWF Liaison:                                                      
Terry Licko         

L izzadro Museum Liaison:                                   
Jack Maher 

CGMA Delegate:                             
Rich Dillon                                    

K itchen Supplies:                                                             
Ed Gallagher                                

Gem of the Month:                                                                                                                     
Tony Gass 

Histor ian:                                                            
Joanne Samuel 

Publicity:                                                                  
Lee Herrera  

Webmaster :                                                                                               
Don Shore                                                                                      

Silent Auction/Club Show:                                  

 

Field Tr ip:                                                         
to be announced 

Lapidary School:                                                
Karen Dave’                                                              
Instructors:                                                                
Lyle Backus                                                            
Tony Gass                                                                  
Max Schultz                                                    
Assistants:                                                                               
Lucy Backus                                                          
Jose Ponce                                                                   
Mary Prosek                                                       
Alberta Schultz                                                        

The OPAL is the official publication of the West Suburban Lapidary Club and is issued September  through 
May with the exception of December .  I t is mailed, one copy per  household, without fur ther  charge to members 
of the WSLC.  Email in addition to or  in place of mail is also available by contacting the Editor .    Ar ticles may 
be copied provided full credit is given to the author  and this bulletin.  The deadline for  mater ial to be published 
is the four th Fr iday of the month pr ior .  Visit the WSLC website at:  www.westsuburbanlapidaryclub.com  
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NOVEMBER PROGRAM 

by Mary Prosek 

WSLC MEMBERSHIP INFORMATION  

Membership in the WSLC is $17 per year, per household/family.  Student memberships are available for $10.  Students 
are identified as 22 years of age and younger and currently enrolled in an accredited school and have a valid school I.D.  
Dues are payable by January 31st for that calendar year regardless of the date you joined.  Please submit a completed 
application for Board Approval to the WSLC Treasurer, Barbara Petry.  This is to be done at any General Meeting.  
Applications will not be accepted via mail or  at a WSLC function other  than a meeting.  Visitors are welcome at 
all General Meetings.  Members of the WSLC are expected to serve on various committee' s and volunteer their time 
where needed.  Applications may be found on the website at:  www.westsuburbanlapidary.com  

Members of the WSLC receive in district rates with the Elmhurst Park District for classes taken at the Lapidary School, 
regardless of their residence.  Contact information for all Board Members are located on page 2 of The Opal 

STONE-OF-THE-MONTH 

TEAM ASSIGNMENTS 

THE OPAL 

The program for November will be a combination display and DVD movie. The DVD “Exploring Art Clay”  is from the 
Midwest Federation' s extensive program library. Art Clay is one of the a brand names for metal clay that is used to make 
jewelry,  beads and small sculpture. It consists of very small particles of precious metals (such as silver, gold or platinum) 
mixed with an organic binder and water. Metal clay can be shaped just like any soft clay, by hand or using moulds. After 
drying, it can be fired in a variety of ways including in a kiln, with a handheld gas torch, or on a gas stove. The binder 
burns away, leaving the pure, sintered metal. Shrinkage of between 8% and 30% occurs (depending on the product used), 
but this is exploited by artisans to produce very fine detail.  The DVD gives an overview of this relatively new media as 
well as instructions for several projects. 

A small display and brief talk about objects made from metal clay will be given by the WSLC' s own Virginia Reisner. 
Virginia is a certified instructor in the art of metal clay and an accomplished artist. She will bring several pieces and be on 
hand to answer questions about use of this medium in jewelry making.  Please bring samples of your own creations if you 
have dabbled in this are of jewelry making as well. 

January:   Freeman, Barbara 

Anderson, Fred & Florence Entwhistle, Jeni Roland, Gwynn 

Bultman, Randy Feistamel, Doug Samuel, Joanne 

Cronauer, Don Flynn, Tom Shannon, Tony & Jill Quas 

November :    

Lundin, Bruce & Lillian Penny, Monica & Melissa Prosek, Mary 

Maher, Jack & Lorraine Poineal, Mary Quail, Mary 

Netecke, Bill Ponce, Jose Simon, Rob 

The stone-of-the-month is the art of glass fusing. Glass fusing has been long used in the creation of various art 
pieces as well as in the use of jewelry. Because glass is a man made material, many colors and treatments can be 
used to achieve startling colors and patterns. 

Please bring any jewelry or art items you may have that were created through glass fusing to the November meet-
ing to share with your fellow members. 
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  MINUTES OF THE    

OCTOBER 3, 2008  

BOARD MEETING 

by Mary Prosek 

 

The meeting was called to order at 7:40. Those attending 
included Karen Dave' , Jose Ponce' , Lee Herrera, Terry 
Licko, Don Shore and Mary Prosek. 

There were not enough board members in attendance to 
vote on accepting the previous Board Meeting minutes as 
published in The Opal. This motion will be saved for the 
next Board Meeting.  

Treasurer’s Report: 7 members had renewed for 2009. 
There were 2 new members. Reservations are being taken 
form the holiday luncheon. 

Midwest Federation Report: Terry Licko stated that 2008 
would be her last year as the MWF Liaison for the club. 
Lee Herrera stepped up and said he would be willing to 
fill this position providing another board member could 
be found to fill his obligations and pending appointment 
by the President.  Mary Prosek and Terry both com-
mented on the improved quality of the MWF newsletter. 

Opal Editor: Mary mentioned that she needed more input 
from club members in the form of book reviews, field trip 
accounts and such in order to continue to make the news-
letter the success that it is. 

Webmaster: Don will include recent pictures taken at the 
various events. 

Old Business: The club constitution still needs to be re-
viewed and possibly updated.  The club' s tax status is 
still an issue.   

New Business: There will be no silent auction in Oct of 
2008.  Contradictory information regarding this event 
was given out by various sources. Lapidary Day at the 
Lizzadro Museum will be held on November 15, 2008. 
Karen Dave'  is coordinating the demonstrators and ac-
tivities for the day. Sign up for the Holiday Luncheon is 
currently in progress. 

Dues for 2009 are now due. There will be a drawing at 
the November General Meeting for those who have paid 
their 2009 dues. The winner will receive a pair of tickets 
to the Holiday Luncheon. Those who prepaid this event 
will receive a refund. 

The program for the October meeting is in place.  Every-
one was reminded that the club' s 50th anniversary will be 
in 2009. The time is now for thinking up creative and fun 
activities for club members to recognize this milestone. 

Following a motion by Karen Dave and a second by 
Mary Prosek, the meeting was adjourned at 8:35. 

The meeting was called to order by 
Karen Dave'  at 8:10 pm. 

The minutes of the prior meeting, as pub-
lished in the Opal, were approved fol-
lowing a motion by Jose Ponce and sec-
ond by Lee Herrera. 

Treasurer Report: Jose provided the club' s balance and 
mentioned that dues were due and that reservations for the 
Holiday Luncheon should be made as soon as possible in 
order for the club to reserve the room at the restaurant. A 
written report is available. The report was approved fol-
lowing a motion by Jack Maher and second by Virginia 
Reisner. 

Membership: 24 members signed in. 7 guests were present 
and welcomed. Several are current students at the school.  

Opal Editor report: Mary Prosek reported that mailing 
costs are reduced with more members receiving the Opal 
via email. Contact Mary if you want to add your name and 
email address for future issues of the Opal.  Mary also 
welcomes articles of any length for possible publication in 
the Opal. Your articles related to lapidary are interesting to 
other members, even if you might think they are insignifi-
cant.  The newsletter then becomes even greater, with 
more topics, techniques, or even funny stories about your 
quests. 

Lapidary school: Karen Dave'  reported that all classes are 
being held and are nearing completion. Classes will re-
sume in February to avoid possibly dangerous driving con-
ditions during December and January. Check the Elmhurst 
Park District schedule for sign up dates so that you can 
join the classes. Reminder that club members receive in-
district rates. 

Old Business:  Reservations are being taken for the annual 
holiday meeting/party to be held Sunday, December 7, 
2008 at Villa Nova.  Festivities begin at noon with a cash 
bar if desired, and dinner is served family style at 1:00 
PM.  Several members already paid for the delicious din-
ner.  If you have not yet made reservations and paid, 
please plan to do this at the next meeting.  It is traditional 
to have a great time and hope to see as many members as 
possible at this event.  A brief club meeting, and voting for 
next year' s board members are part of the holiday lunch-
eon meeting. Cost is $20 per person. 

Membership dues for 2009 are currently due.  Please pay 
as soon as possible. (continued on page 5) 

MINUTES OF THE OCTOBER 24, 2008  

GENERAL MEETING 

by Barb Freeman 
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PROGRAM REVIEW: 

CHAIN MAKING 

by Barb Freeman 

A drawing will be held at the November general meeting 
for two complimentary tickets for the holiday luncheon. 
All members who have paid their dues will be eligible for 
the drawing. The prize is 2 tickets to the holiday lunch-
eon. 

New Business:  Lapidary Day at the Lizzadro Museum of 
Lapidary Art is Saturday, November 15th from 10-4 pm.  
Members who volunteered will demonstrate lapidary 
skills.  Activities are planned for children as well. See 
Karen Dave for volunteering your skills and expertise.  It 
is a fun day and provides additional publicity for the lapi-
dary hobbies and the club.  

Club members are invited to the Lizzadro Museum to 
attend a free presentation on November 8 or 9 at 2 PM. 
Gem artist Ilya Schar presents his artistic technique for 
creating vibrant compositions called “Gem Paintings” .  
These paintings are actually created through use of a 
wide range of gems of varying sizes. This event will be 
about 60 minutes and reservations are recommended by 
calling 630-833-1616.  This presentation is another bene-
fit of club membership. All members are welcome to en-
joy this program which is supported by the City of Elm-
hurst Community Grants program.  

Mary Prosek gave a brief introduction about the presenta-
tion about chain making.  Thanks to Jose Ponce who 
showed one of his first bracelet chains. Mary recounted 
how  he persevered to complete the intricate design as a 
new student at the silver school.  

 New member Carl Housman spoke of his adventures in 
finding rocks in New Mexico, using gem trails directions 
that were published 12 years ago.  He brought wonderful 
samples of his quickly expanding collection of cabo-
chons. He  is gaining much experience in a short time by 
creating highly polished cabs from those rocks. 

Max Schultz also spoke about chain making. His wife 
Alberta, displayed several chains which she created. 
Many members wore very decorative and elaborate 
chains. Most notable was a gold chain worn by Terry 
Licko.   

Special thanks to those who contributed items for the si-
lent auction. New member Kurt Sterling donated several 
unique items. All contributions to the auction table are 
welcome. These items are varied and offer opportunities 
to share your extra materials with others. Please see Jose 
Ponce should you have any items to donate. 

The “split the pot”  raffle event was won by Virginia 
Reisner. Congratulations on your win. Thank you to 
members who so generously contributed to this club 
fundraiser.  

The meeting was adjourned at 8:36 PM following a mo-
tion by Jack Maher and second by Lee Herrera.  Thanks 
to the October team who brought a nice variety of foods 
to share with the members.  The autumn decorations 
made the table festive. 

Many thanks to the club members who shared information 
for the program on chain making. Our club does have a 
wealth of information and experience within the member-
ship. The willingness of Max & Alberta Schultz and others 
to present when the scheduled speaker was unable to at-
tend, is commendable and appreciated by those present.    

 Max spoke briefly about the history of chain making in-
cluding the use during medieval times.  He also referenced 
the article in the most recent issue of the Opal on a tutorial 
on how to create a Byzantine chain. There were a number 
of chains on display,  most of which were created by Al-
berta.  There was also a review of sizing of the wire and 
how the jump rings can be formed or purchased. Alberta 
mentioned to individual members about the type of wire to 
use. Max also demonstrated the use of hand tools in form-
ing the links. The samples were attractive and also flexible 
so they are comfortable to wear.  

P.S.  The next day I happened to attend a local craft show 
and was impressed to see several handcrafted chains 
which were for sale. They varied in pattern with some be-
ing quite narrow and then also a wider bracelet. Chains 
were used both for necklaces of varying lengths and also 
bracelets.  In addition, vendors showed wire formed rings 
with a variety of colorful beads in the setting. These rings 
happened to use colorful wire which coordinated with the 
beads.  Having heard the speakers at the club meeting, it 
gave me a greater appreciation for this art form as well as 
the skill and patience needed to make these creations.   

SPECIAL BOARD MEETING                        
OCTOBER 24, 2008 FOLLOWING THE  

GENERAL MEETING 

by Barb Freeman 

The meeting was called to order by Karen Dave at 8:45.  
Present were: Karen Dave, Don Shore, Lee Herrera, Terry 
Licko, Mary Prosek,  Jose Ponce, Joanne Samuel, and 
Barb Freeman.    

The purpose of the specially called meeting was to con-
firm facility reservation for the Abbey for 2009. Proposed 
dates for the general meetings and board meetings were 
distributed and reviewed. An additional date of Saturday 
October 24, 2009 is reserved for the club use for a special 
event yet to be determined. Following discussion, the 
dates were approved following a motion by Mary Prosek 
and second by Lee Herrera. 

Additional discussion centered on a possible auction 
which has traditionally been held in October of 2009. 

The meeting was adjourned at 9:05 PM. 
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American Federation of           
Mineralogical Societies 

submitted by Lee Herrera 

Midwest Federation of Mineralogical 
&  Geological Societies News 

 submitted by Terry Licko 

PROPOSED SLATE OF OFFICERS FOR 2009 

The following is the proposed slate of officers and Board 
Members for 2009: 

President:  Joanne Samuel                                           

Vice President: Don Shore 

Treasurer : Jose Ponce 

Secretary: (shared position) Barbara Freeman & Arlene 
Blaha 

Opal Editor : Mary Prosek 

Midwest Federation Liaison: Lee Herrera 

Board Member  (3rd of 3 year term): Terry Licko 

Board Member  (2nd of 3 year term): Barb Petry 

Board Member  (1st of 3 year term): Karen Dave 

Past President: Ed Gallagher 

BOARD MEETING SCHEDULE 2009 

Members are welcome to attend. The schedule for 2009 is: 

January 4, 2009                            May 1, 2009 

February 6, 2009                          September 4, 2009 

March 6, 2009                              October 2, 2009 

April 3, 2009                                November 7, 2009 

GENERAL MEETING SCHEDULE 2009 

January 23, 2009                            May 29, 2009 

February 27, 2009                          September 25, 2009 

March 27, 2009                              October 23, 2009 

April 24, 2009                                November 27, 2009 

STONES OF THE MONTH/TECHNIQUES      
FOR 2009 

January:  Mookite                      May: Agates 

February: Opal                           September: Nifty Tools 

March: metal treatments            October: Repose'            

April: Ocean Jasper                    November: Fossils 

The Midwest Federation of Mineralogical and Geological 
Societies has elected their new Board of Directors for 
2009. Here are the results: 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS: 

President:  Rose Blue                   

1st Vice President:   Judith Washburn  

2nd Vice President:  J.C. Moore 

Secretary:   Donna Moore 

Treasurer :  Norman Hanschu 

In addition to the Board of Directors, two new members 
of the Nominating Committee were elected. They are: 
Anne Cook & Kathy Miller 

New officers and committee members assume office on 
November 1, 2008.  Contact information for all officers 
may be found at the MWF website located at: 

www.amfed.org/mwf 

TED’s Safety Corner  - by Theodore J. Seith, Safety 
Chair , AFMS 

What Have I Just Collected? 

I have been a rock and mineral collector for more than three 
decades now. Being a Chemical Engineer, I' ve typically 
been more interested in a specimen' s chemistry that it' s 
geology, though I plan to grow my knowledge of the latter. 

This is a most wonderful hobby, though all of us must be 
aware of the potential hazards that some minerals could 
represent. This was most apparent to me in an acquisition 
made when still relatively new to the hobby. A vendor of-
fered a very nice specimen of a rather gemmy, yellow 

and red crystal matrix from Utah, which I had not seen pre-
viously at several dozen Shows. What a great new collec-
tion addition! The card identified the specimen as Orpiment 
and Realgar. As the vendor was quite busy at that time, I 
did not inquire as to the chemical composition of these 
minerals.  

At home, my research quickly identified this specimen as  
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IN MEMORIUM - JOAN POLLEY 

submitted by Karen Dave’  

Long time WSLC  member Joan E. Polley, 63, 
of Lombard, died Thursday, Nov. 6, at Elm 
Brook Healthcare and Rehabilitation Center in 
Elmhurst. 

Funeral services were held Monday, Nov. 10, with prayers 
from Brust Funeral Home, 135 S. Main St. Lombard, to 
Mass at Sacred Heart Catholic Church in Lombard. Inter-
ment was at Assumption Cemetery in Wheaton. 

Ms. Polley is survived by her father, Gene J. Sr.; brother, 
Gene Jr. (Diane Strum); and nephew, Aaron Polley. She 
was preceded in death by her mother, Blanche C. 

Joan was a resident of Lombard for 55 years. She had at-
tended Pleasant Lane and Lincoln schools, and Sacred 
Heart Academy in Lisle. She had attended Elmhurst Col-
lege and College of DuPage, and was a longtime member 
of the Villa Park Garden Club 

She will be missed by all. 

(AFMS Report continued from page 6) 

two arsenic sulfides, chemically AsS and As2S3. Arsenic 
is an obvious hazard word for most of us. A bit more 
checking of the Material Safety Data Sheet (MSDS)*   
showed it to have •a Health rating of 4 (defined specifi-
cally as ªLife threatening, major or permanent damage 
may result from single or repeated overexposures.º) •to be 
listed by DOT as a Class B poison (ªpresumed to present a 
serious threat to health during transportationº) •to produce 
Hydrogen Sulfide (H2S) when contacted with water, a 
known respiratory hazard with its own Health rating of 4. 
If a sample has a Health rating of 3 or 4 on the MSDS (or 
2, if you' re extra cautious), then you need to do some 
homework on safe handling.  

The lesson to learn – know what you' re collecting, in or-
der to include necessary safety considerations for the spe-
cific material. The first step would be to discuss the speci-
men with the vendor (I' ve found many to be well in-
formed), or a knowledgeable person at the collection 

site. Certainly use all available reference materials. If you 
have Internet access, there are a multitude of  safety infor-
mation sources if you know the chemical composition of 
your specimen. Google can certainly be your friend in this 
search. 

The MSDS, noted above, is a fine information source even 
though designed for industrial users of chemicals. 

So, what did I do with my colorful, but hazardous speci-
men? It' s clearly marked as to the arsenic content. Han-
dlers, including myself, will use non-cloth gloves or wash 
hands thoroughly after admiring the crystals, especially 
prior to eating. Younger children may look, but not touch. 
And, from that point on, this writer knows what is being 
added to his collection! 

*  A material safety data sheet (MSDS) is a form contain-
ing data regarding the properties of a particular substance. 
An important component of workplace safety, it is in-
tended to provide workers and emergency personnel with 
procedures for handling or working with that substance in 
a safe manner. 

GET WELL WISHES TO JIM KAPLAN 

Best wishes go out to WSLC member Jim (James) Kaplan. 
Jim is recuperating from a quadruple bypass on October 
27th at Alexian Brothers Hospital. 

Now you are thinking:  Isn' t he that young fellow who 
works for United Airlines?  Surely Mary must have the 
wrong guy.  I was as shocked as you are as I am sure Jim 
was as well.  

I corresponded via email with him. Jim has several weeks 
of rehab to go through but hopes to be able to make it to the 
Holiday Luncheon in December. Please keep him in your 
thoughts and prayers for a speedy recovery. - Mary Prosek 

WELCOME NEW MEMBERS 

by Jose Ponce 

The WSLC warmly welcomes new mem-
bers Mark & Lanna Roman and family 

and Carl & Gloria Housman. 

Mark is a construction manager and attends the Tuesday 
night Stone Cutting and Polishing Class. Mark and his 
wife Lanna have a young son named Matthew. 

Besides Lapidary, Mark' s interests include Lapidary, 
Faceting, Minerals and Rockhounding.  

Carl & Gloria Housman are both florists who' s interests 
also include Lapidary, Faceting, Minerals and Rockhound-
ing.  Carl is also a former student at the Lapidary School 
who dived in to the hobby head first by cutting an inordi-
nate amount of cabochons from material he collected over 
the summer.  Carl brought his new obsession, er , collec-
tion to the October meeting. Many members were in awe 
of the enormity of his collection for being in the hobby for 
such a short period of time. Enthusiasm at it' s best! 

We hope to have stay as members for a long time!  

WANTED TO BUY:  Lapidary Equipment 

New member Al Jonikas is looking to buy used lapidary 
equipment (cutting wheels) that is in working order at a 
reasonable price for his personal use. Al is new to the 
hobby and is hoping someone can help.  Please contact 
him directly at: 708-827-5059 
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  ERIC THE PLIOSAUR 

by Erik Spande 

Last year I had the pleasure of enjoying a two week tour of 
Australia. It was an amazing trip with innumerable geo-
logic, biologic and cultural wonders. The Great Barrier 
Reef was nothing short of astounding, and it is a true world 
treasure. It is easy to see how the Aborigines came to ven-
erate the largest monolith in the world, formerly called 
Ayers Rock but now generally known by its Aboriginal 
name Uluru. I was awestruck when I saw it rising from the 
flat desert plain in the great Outback and even more so 
when I got to examine it more closely – it is simply huge! 
Its geology was fascinating, too, and I got to prattle on 
about its geologic history and makeup to the tour group 
when they made the mistake of asking their ‘ tour geolo-
gist'  (me!) about the monolith. Sydney and Melbourne are 
eminently livable and world-class cities with iconic archi-
tectural treasures (need I mention the Sydney Opera 
House?). I was blown away by the beauty of the Blue 
Mountains, which gets its blue haze from oils given off by 
Eucalyptus trees. Then there is the unique and deadly flora 
and fauna. Did you know that Australia boasts some of the 
most toxic animals on Earth? While in Cairns (Australian 
northeastern coast) I visited the Venom Museum at 
Kuranda Rain Forest and spent a few hours examining the 
dozens of varieties of Australian sea creatures, spiders, 
snakes, and other reptiles that will kill you – dead. And 
who would have guessed there are 700 species of Eucalyp-
tus trees that fill almost every ecological nitch?   

It is not possible to do these 
wonders any justice with a 
brief article so I selected one 
of the many items-of-interest 
that I will always remember: 
Eric the Pliosaur. For those 
that may find their paleontol-
ogy to be a bit rusty, a plio-
saur is a sea-going reptile 
from the Age of the Dino-
saurs. They had sleek forms 
that remind me strongly of 
dolphins or whales. These 
aquatic reptiles typically had 
short necks and large heads, 
while their plesiosaur cous-
ins had long sinuous necks and small heads. The pliosaurs 
and plesiosaurs conjure images of ancient sea monsters due 
to the huge size of some of them, very carnivorous diet, and 
their serpentine heads full of long, sharp teeth.  

So imagine my surprise when I was visiting the National 
Opal Collection display in Sydney and I found a pliosaur 
fossil that was not only incredibly complete, but that was 
OPALIZED. Moreover, it was named ‘Eric' ! What a won-
derful name for a fossil! I had only recently become aware 
of opals beyond the mostly uninteresting white opals com-
monly found in US jewelry stores, and I never imagined 
that an entire skeleton could be opalized!  

This Eric has an interesting story, too. Eric was found and 
excavated in 1987 by an opal miner in the self-proclaimed 
opal capital of the world - Cooper Pedy, South Australia. 
The specimen was offered for sale in 1993 and there was a 
real fear among Australians that this unique fossil would 

leave Australia 
for good. After a 
frantic ‘Save Eric 
Appeal'  almost a 
half million dol-
lars (Australian) 
was raised and 
the specimen was 
purchased by the 
Australian Mu-
seum. But, that 
was only the 
start. The speci-

men arrived at the 
museum in hundreds of pieces and as little more than a pile 
of rubble. It took 450 hours of painstaking preparation to 
reveal that the almost 2 meter long fossil was 90 percent 
complete.  

The museum display stated that Eric was a Cretaceous-era 
(110-120 millions years before present) swimming reptile. 
He used his flippers as paddles much like a penguin to 
chase and catch prey such as squid, fish and crustaceans 
with his needle sharp teeth. Fish vertebrae found in his 
stomach were also opalized, a testimony to his last meal.  

A paleontology web site (http://www.geocities.com/
dannsdinosaurs/mar-eric.html) had more information on 
Eric. This site mentioned that the opal miner likely missed 
many of the smaller bones and destroyed the geologic ma-
terial around the specimen, obliterating a host of useful in-
formation.  This highlights the risks of amateur fossil exca-
vation, although from what little I know of the Australian 
opal fields I would guess that the last thing an opal miner 
would want to do is invite a bunch of academics or govern-
ment officials to his claim.  The museum display said the 
species was unnamed, but this 
source gave it the species 
name Umoonasaurus. This 
web site further explained 
that this pliosaur was a primi-
tive version of this type of 
creature since it had a smaller 
head and longer neck then its 
brethren.  

And how did this opalized 
pliosaur come by its noble 
nickname Eric? The paleon-
tological web site stated that 
Eric received its nickname 
from Paul Willis, the person 
that prepared and recon-
structed the skeleton. He 
named it after the Monty Python "Eric the half-bee" sketch. 
The opalized fish bones found in Eric©s stomach became  

Eric the Pliosuar specimen 
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Name:  Barbara Petry 

What year  did you join the WSLC?   mid 80' s       
Other  club or  society affiliations?  ATOS, 6 Organ 
Clubs & ESCONI                                                            
Interest/Hobbies: Jewelry making, playing organ music, 
sewing, knitting, cooking                                                 
Favor ite rock: Peridot                                                   
Favor ite tool:  My mini-dremel tool.                                                                       
What book is on your  nightstand: an address book 
What magazines do you read? Rock and Gem, Lapidary 
Journal, Bead & Button, Bead Style, Antique Journal, 
Vegetarian Times, Taste of Home, Good Housekeeping & 
Woman' s Day                                                                        
Is your  significant other  in the hobby or  do they humor 
you?  Yes he is, thank goodness                                      
Do you have a workshop? Yes, but it is cluttered                                          
One thing you can’ t live without:  Jewelry                  
Favor ite food:  Soup                                                                             
Favor ite pastime:  making jewelry                                                              
Least favor ite thing:  ironing                                         
What is/was your profession:  Executive Secretary, An-
tique Shop Owner                                                                                                    
One thing no one knows about you: My life is an open 
book                                                                                
Weirdest thing in your  home:  Antique sugar cane cutter                                        
Biggest collection in your  home:  Jewelry                                                                             
One thing you still have from your  childhood:  My baby 
book with my baby hair in it                                             
Favor ite TV shows: Two and a half Men, Crossword, 
Mash, Antique Road Show, Dancing with the Stars,                                                                               
Your  involvement with the WSLC:  Past Treasurer, cur-
rent Board Member                                                         
Favor ite thing about the WSLC:  Friendly people and 
their knowledge                                                            
Least favor ite thing about the WSLC:  Putting chairs 
away after a meeting                                                                               
Personal Motto: If you don' t look out for yourself, no 
one else will 

MEET YOUR FELLOW MEMBERS: (Eric the Pliosaur continued from page 8) 

known as Wanda, which refers to the Monty Python movie 
A Fish Called Wanda. I have to admit I smiled at the hu-
mor. Who says that paleontologists are dour and taciturn?  

I had a follow up meeting with opalized swimming reptile 
bones while visiting in the World Heritage Blue Mountains, 
which are northwest of Sidney. The town of Katoomba 
(neat name!) is in the Blue Mountains and boasts the spec-
tacular Echo Point overlook of the nearby valley, the ex-
pected tourist center, shopping area, and an opal shop. The 
opal is Australia' s national stone, so imagine the coinci-
dence of having an opal shop at major tourist attraction? 
The proprietor was, as might be expected, quite friendly 
toward tourists and indulged my semi-endless questions. 
When I mentioned I was a geologist he asked if I' d like to 
see some opalized bones of a sea creature. Well, of course! 
He brought out a box lined with white felt, placed it on the 
counter and carefully unveiled a half meter long blue and 
green opalized bone. Australia was a shallow and generally 
cold sea at the time the 
formations where opal 
is found was formed so 
this had to be from a 
sea creature. I was 
wide-eyed and he let 
me take a few photos of 
him and the opalized 
fossil. I didn' t have the 
guts to ask what it 
might sell for.  

So I missed out on get-
ting my very own `sea 
monster'  opalized bone 
from Australia, but I am 
much richer for the ex-
perience. My impres-
sions of Australia are 
uniformly positive and I 
would love to return to 
Australia one day. I only got a mere taste of what is there 
and there is a whole continent' s worth of sights left to ex-
perience. No doubt more hidden gems like Eric the Pliosaur 
are waiting for me! 

REMINDERS 

If you are going to the Holiday Lunch-
eon, please let Jose Ponce know asap. 
Without enough advance reservations, the event will be 
cancelled. 

Please don©t'  forget to pay your club dues for 2009. New 
members who joined in the last month or 2 are covered for 
next year. Members who do not pay by February will be 
taken off of the member list and you will no longer receive 
club communications or be eligible for reduced school 
rates. 

If you are receiving The Opal via regular mail and can 
switch to email only, please let Mary Prosek know so the 
mailing list can be adjusted accordingly. 

 

BIG THANKS ARE IN ORDER 

I would like to personally thank Erik Spande (not to be 
confused with Erik the Pliosaur) for his contributions 
throughout the year in writing articles for The Opal. Not 
only were they interesting and full of facts, but most were 
highly amusing and laced with little tidbits and dark hu-
mor (much better than the milk chocolate variety). 

Not only has he contributed largely to the newsletter, but 
has given of his time for other pursuits as well (Earth Day, 
Lapidary Day at Lizzadro, Picnic, Art in the Park, etc).  
I' m sure I forgot something.  Thank you, Erik! - Mary P 
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WSLC CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

MEETING LOCATION:         THE ABBEY: 407 West St. Charles Road, Elmhurst, IL  60126                                                                       
    Abbey public phone:  630-530-9874 

GENERAL MEETINGS:                             
Doors open at 7:00 p.m.                                      
The meeting begins at 8:00 p.m.                            
Next Meeting:  Friday, November 28, 2008 

WSLC BOARD MEETINGS:                             
The Abbey                                                       
The meeting begins at 7:30 p.m.                            
Next Meeting:  Friday, January 2, 2009 

UPCOMING SHOWS AND EVENTS 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

LIZZADRO MUSEUM OF LAPIDARY ART DECEMBER HAPPENINGS:  located at 220 Cottage Hill 
- Elmhurst, IL 60126  tel: (630) 833-1616   Hours Tuesday thru Saturday 10 am to 5 pm - Sunday 1 pm to 5 pm. 
Closed Monday and major holidays   website: www.lizzadromuseum.org   email: info@lizzadromuseum.org 

Dec 6 - “ Create a Gem Tree”  - Lapidaries Bill and Lois Zima of the Des Plaines Valley Geological Society will 
teach participants how to create a small tree using gemstones and wire. These beautiful trees never need water and 
make a great gift for someone special. All materials included - Ages 9 years to Adult. 1 pm to 3 pm. Reservations re-
quired, Fee $15 per person, Museum members $12 

Dec 20 - “ Nature’s Doll House Miniatures”  - Miniaturist, Edie Rodriquez teaches participants how to create 
accessory items for a doll house. Create unique arrangements including: plants, fruit bowls, flower vases and more 
using stone, shell, wire and other materials. Take home up to 4 miniature creations. All materials included. Ages 10 
years to Adult. 1 pm to 3 pm. Reservations required, Fee $15 per person, Museum Members $12 

SHOWS: 

Dec 7: VILLA PARK, IL  - West Suburban Lapidary Club Annual Holiday Meeting and Luncheon: 
The Villa Nova Restaurant, 237 W. St Charles Rd - Doors open at noon.  Cocktails (cash bar) from noon till 1 pm.  
Luncheon served family style. The General Meeting and election of the 2009 officers will follow at 2. The cost is $20 
per person. Reservations should be made by contacting Treasurer Jose Ponce at 630-834-9794. Spouses and better 
halves are welcome. 

Dec 13-14: SHEBOYGAN FALLS, WI  - Glacial Dr ifters Geologic Society - 4th Annual Rock, Fossil, 
Mineral and Jewelry Show.  Sheboygan Galls Municipal Building, 375 Buffalo St.  Saturday 10 to 5 pm, Sunday 
10 to 4 pm. There will be 13 dealers selling rocks, mineral specimens, fossils and jewelry as well as club sales table, 
displays, silversmithing demonstrations, a Kids Activity area and good.  Also a Gold Panning Competition and rock 
ID.  Adults and students $2, children under 12 free.  Parking. For more info contact Kevin Ponzio (920) 980-6413, 
email earthprospect@verizon.net or Rich Gall (920) 207-4405, richgall@yahoo.com 

**********************************************************************************************  

OPTOMIST VERSUS A PESSIMIST CHRISTMAS:  A family had twin boys whose only resemblance to each 
other was their looks. If one felt it was too hot, the other thought it was too cold. If one said the TV was too loud, 
the other claimed the volume needed to be turned up. Opposite in every way, one was an eternal optimist, the other 
a doom and gloom pessimist.  

Just to see what would happen, at Christmas, their father loaded the pessimist's room with every imaginable toy and 
game. The optimist's room he loaded with horse manure. That night the father passed by the pessimist's room and 
found him sitting amid his new gifts crying bitterly. "Why are you crying?" the father asked.  

"Because my friends will be jealous, I'll have to read all these instructions before I can do anything with this stuff, 
I'll constantly need batteries, and my toys will eventually get broken." answered the pessimist twin.  
Passing the optimist twin's room, the father found him dancing for joy in the pile of manure. "What are you so 
happy about?" he asked.  
 
To which his optimist twin replied, "There's got to be a pony in here somewhere!" 


